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S PECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST :
As can be seen from the graph
below the GOLD PRICE rose from
a low of $1442.00 to a high of
$1502.00 and then went on a
downhill slide back to its starting
point. The Australian dollar is
stable at $.72266.

Gold & Relics Gold Prospecting Adventure
—the only accredited gold prospecting tour operator in Australia

C

ongratulations to us! Why? For receiving our Australian Tourism Accreditation. Gold & Relics is the only accredited
Gold Prospecting Tour Operator in Australia!
This has entailed a massive amount of work
ensuring that all work plans, emergency,
safety and contingency plans have been
drawn up as well as having all of our permits in place (and there are so many!). It has
been a long, hard slog so we are very excited to celebrate this award.
Accreditation provides an assurance that
businesses commit to professionalism. An
accredited tour operator has met specific

criteria ensuring they are committed to
exceeding expectations with great customer service and the highest standards
of business practice including Quality,
Reliability, Professionalism, Environmental Practices and Adherence to a
Code of Ethics.
The tick instils confidence in those who
want to know that their tour operator is
following all the correct business and
safety procedures.
Leanne, Customer Services Manager,
says of the process “It was a long journey
as we studied every aspect of the business and remodelled the business processes. We are now operating in a manner
that is proven to be best practice.”
Other accredited businesses in the Goldfields include Sovereign Hill, Central
Deborah Gold Mine, and in MelbourneLuna Park, Eureka Skydeck and Melbourne Star.

Goldfields Central
Prospecting Branch

T

he next meeting
will be held on
Wednesday 17th February at the Maryborough
Highland Society, 35
High St, Maryborough
at 6.00pm for a meal
and 7.00pm for the
meeting.
All Welcome
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TESTING 1...2….3….
Darren has been conducting testing on the Coiltek
18” Mono Elite Coil lately.
He took it out one day last week however, as it
was 37C at 10.30am he packed it in pretty
quickly.
This coil ran very smoothly even when nudging
rocks and trees and it would be a good coil to
have in the kit. It was a pleasure to use however it
does weigh 1230 grams, which is due to its larger
size. However, this does mean that it is a bit heavier than a lot of other coils. Big coils are good for
depth and ground coverage if you are detecting in
an open area. But, they are not so good in the
bush as they are more difficult to manoeuvre and
they are also not so good for prospectors with bad
backs.
Darren found a 1.71 gram gold nugget within 2
hours of detecting which isn't bad going.
The verdict? A big thumbs up.

18” Coiltek Mono Elite Coil

RACV G OLDFIELDS R ESORT AT C RESWICK
The RACV has taken over the Novotel
Forest Resort and are making the most of
the region that the Resort is situated in—
namely the Goldfields.
Darren introduced Stephen Roberts, the
Resort Manager to a nice chunk of gold
since the takeover.
The RACV own and operate eight resorts
throughout Australia being Goldfields,
Torquay, Cape Schanck, Hobart, Noosa,
Cobram, Inverloch and the Gold Coast.
Mr. Jordan, Managing Director and CEO
of RACV stated that the RACV bought
the Resort with a long term view-that
they are here to stay.
It is thought that the properties within the
Resort will now boom as liquidation issues have been solved.
We wish the new RACV Goldfields Resort all the best for the future.
Darren with Stephen Roberts, Manager, RACV Goldfields Resort and
a lovely chunk of gold.
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PMAV CENTRAL BRANCH
CHRISTMAS PARTY
CARMENS TUNNEL, MALDON

Darren (right) giving a speech near the end of the evening.
Carman’s Tunnel is a small mine in Carman’s Gully on the
far side of Mount Tarrangower just outside Maldon. From
the outside it is a large black hole at the foot of a hillside
covered with a smattering of grey box eucalypts. It is a still,
quiet place with little to show that this was one of Maldon’s
greatest follys.
The Great International Quartz Mining Company was
formed with the special purpose of exploring the innards of
the hillside with an east-west tunnel, working on the theory
that gold-bearing reefs ran north-south in volcanic country.
“It took them from November 1882 till December 1884 to
carve out a tunnel nearly about 600 metres long. Fifty-one
shareholders put up 24,000 pounds to finance the venture
which, in the end, only yielded 33 ounces of gold,” says
Ken Fothergill, a member of the Carmans Tunnel Management Committee and one of the guides who takes tours

of the tunnel . “It was one of the great financial disasters of
the Maldon goldfield.”
Ray Stevenson (below with the fluro vest, left hand picture)
was our guide for the evening and what a great storyteller
and guide he was. Ray entertained us with stories of what
mining in the 1800s would have been like. We went on an
underground tour of Carmens Tunnel and then had a BBQ to
end the evening off.
It was great to see Roy Hockley (below right with wife Val)
back on his feet after a workplace accident that left him with
serious injuries.
It was a good turnout for the end of the year break and when
the Branch resumes the meetings will be held at the Maryborough Highland Society under the direction of Bill Schultz
(below right in the middle picture).
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MONTHLY INSPIRATION

.74 gram Gold Crystallised Specimen Gold Nugget

Social Media = Daily Inspiration

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram as we
spend more time on the internet than ever before. Instead of a once per month update via
newsletter you can now keep up with the latest
on an almost daily basis by following us on
facebook or instagram.

Facebook: goldandrelics

Instagram: #goldandrelics

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
THE GOLD NUGGET TIMES...the newsletter that keeps you up to date on the Australian goldfields.
If you or a friend would like a copy of our free monthly newsletter emailed to you each month please email
info@goldandrelics.com.au.
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YOU EVER FEEL A LITTLE BIT STU-

PID , JUST DIG THIS OUT AND READ
IT AGAIN ; YOU ’ LL BEGIN TO THINK
YOU ’ RE A GENIUS .

Question: If you could live forever, would you and
why?
Answer: "I would not live forever, because we
should not live forever, because if we were supposed to live forever, then we would live forever,
but we cannot live forever, which is why I would
not live forever,"
--Miss Alabama in the 1994 Miss USA contest.

"Whenever I watch TV and see those poor starving kids all over the world, I can't help but cry. I
mean I'd love to be skinny like that, but not with
all those flies and death and stuff."
--Mariah Carey

"Smoking kills. If you're killed, you've lost a very
important part of your life,"
-- Brooke Shields, during an interview to become
spokesperson for federal anti-smoking campaign

Mark Your Calendars
Jan 2016
Jan 21-24—Geelong Outdoor Living Show.
Come and say hello.
Jan 26—Australia Day Peoples March. Join
us with the PMAV and march down Swanston
St to Kings Domain in Melbourne.

Feb 2016
Feb 14—Valentines Day

"Traditionally, most of Australia 's imports come
from overseas."
--Keppel Enderbery

If you don't wish to receive this newsletter
please email info@goldandrelics.com.au with
the word “STOP” in the heading.

"Half this game is ninety percent mental."
-- Philadelphia Phillies manager, Danny Ozark

"We don't necessarily discriminate. We simply

exclude certain types of people."
-- Colonel Gerald Wellman, Reserve Officers
Training Corps Instructor.

Po Box 339
Ballarat Vic 3353
Phone: 1300 882 199
Email: info@goldandrelics.com.au

2016 Tours

New!

10 day Western Australian Tagalong

NSW Gold

Gold Prospecting Adventure

Prospecting Adventure

Usually $1495.00

7 day NSW Tagalong Gold

New Year Special*

Prospecting Adventure

$1195.00

Only $995.00

Tour 1:May 24th—June 3rd Kalgoorlie -

Apr 9th—Apr 16th 2016 Sold Out

Sold Out

Oct 15th—Oct 22nd 2016 New

Tour 2:June 10th—June 20th Laverton Sold Out

Tour 3:July 14th—July 24th Leonora
Tour 4:Aug 1st—Aug 11th Laverton

We had a very successful trip last time to
the Central West Goldfields of NSW. This
time we will be delving deeper into some
very interesting gold producing areas.

We invite you to join us for a fun filled adventure
of gold prospecting, campfires, wide open spaces,
camaraderie, friendly banter, relaxing entertainment and best of all, gold!

2016 10 Day All Inclusive
Western Australian Tours
Usually $4695.00
New Year Special*
$3995.00
Only 1 place left

Tour 1A:June 27th—July 7th 2016
Pick up from Kalgoorlie

Enjoy an all inclusive gold prospecting adventure
with accommodation and meals provided. Also provided is transport from Kalgoorlie and return, full
training and tuition. The perfect option for international travellers or for those on a tight time schedule.

BOOK NOW
Tel: 1300 882 199
*New Year Specials finish 31/1/16 or until places
are filled.

3 day Victorian
Boot Camp
Tag-a-long $467.00
Filling fast


19th-21st March 2016 Dunolly

Special Guest: John Tully, famous
Australian author & gold map publisher.
Learn how to:
Research areas, read the ground, choose a
coil, improve your technique and, most importantly, find more gold.

3 ways you can book:
Online:www.goldandrelics.com.au
Email:info@goldandrelics.com.au
Tel: 1300 882 199

